
A deep dive into the world of Animal 
Agriculture and Just Transition

Is Industrialised 
Livestock the
New Coal?
Key Takeaways 







“Given the importance of shifting the food
system to meet the Paris Agreement and to
feeding a growing global population, engaging
in a Just Transition for livestock production is
crucial and urgent.”

Lasse Bruun, Executive Director of 50by40



QUICK SUMMARY 

➔ The event was affiliated with EAT@Home 
and hosted by 50by40 on Wednesday, 25 
November 2020

➔ 6 panelists shared their expertise and 
perspectives

➔ 129 participants from a wide array of 
sectors joined the event

➔ The discussion generated 34 questions with 
a total number of 99 likes

https://eatforum.org/event/eat-home/


AUDIENCE ENGAGEMENT 



AUDIENCE ENGAGEMENT 



KEY PANELISTS  |  DR MARCO SPRINGMANN, Senior Researcher at 
University of Oxford

★ The cancer agency of the World Health Organization has 
declared processed meat carcinogenic and unprocessed red 
meat likely carcinogenic to humans based on strong 
mechanistic evidence. There is no good reason why any school 
or workplace canteens should serve known carcinogens.

★ A reform of agricultural subsidies is urgently needed to support 
a transition towards healthier and more sustainable food 
systems. Coupling a portion of subsidies to the production of 
foods with beneficial health and environmental characteristics 
can improve both planetary and public health without 
impacting economic welfare.

The importance of decreasing livestock and how it is instrumental to planetary and human health.



KEY PANELISTS  |  VOSITHA WIJENAYAKE, Executive Director at SLYCAN Trust

★ Achieving Just Transition is a collective effort towards sustainable 
consumption and production. In developing countries, it is 
extremely important that policies and measures towards Just 
Transition take into account food security, and nutritional 
security.

★ Climate impacts on food systems contribute to migration. 
People’s ability to pick up a new job when they’re moving away 
will need capacity building, and skills development, especially in 
countries where levels of vulnerability are higher.

Just transition in developing countries through the lens of risk management, small holder farmers, capacity 
building for transition and aspects of inclusion.



KEY PANELISTS  |  RASHMIT ARORA, Agricultural Economist at The 
Transfarmation Project

★ Agricultural emissions largely stem from the supply system. However, as a 
rule of economics, supply follows demand, so changing demand is key.

★ This has been happening in some countries: we are seeing an increase in 
demand for plant based ingredients and products, so the supply system will 
need to follow. A Just Transition is necessary to ensure that the 
stakeholders most at-risk in this restructuring of the food system are 
empowered to be part of the change and not seen as a sunk cost. 

Just Transition in action: how does the Farm Transfarmation help farmers to transition to a better food system 
and why do farmers seek to transition in the first place.



KEY PANELISTS  |  EMILY HICKSON, Head of Advocacy at The B Team

★ Workforce Transition, or transition of jobs from the energy 
sector was a pivotal aspect of the Just Transition within the 
energy sector. This required three key steps a) social dialogue 
on a decarbonisation plan b) planning and engagement with the 
workforce and c) enactment of the plan. 

★ The second important thing is to build pressure for such a 
transition - there needs to be strong signalling from big 
business to catalyse work on this issue. 

Key barriers and wins in shifting from fossil fuels based economy to renewable energy and
 its applicability to agriculture.



KEY PANELISTS  |  CARINA MILLSTONE, Executive Director at Feedback Global

★ Industrial meat is the most resource intensive way to produce 
protein, just as coal is the most resource intensive way to produce 
energy. Both industries are linear, extractive and scar the land and 
its custodians.

★ Unlike in the energy sector, the scope for individual action in the 
transition to plant-rich diets is huge and can be very empowering- 
we can all start eating less meat with ease, today.

★ Industrial meat is as incompatible with climate change mitigation as 
fossil fuels- we can learn a lot from the fossil fuel divestment and 
defunding movements, and call for finance to stop backing industrial 
meat corporations.

Civil society response to industrialised livestock and what it can learn from fossil fuel/ coal activists, reflections 
on divestment campaigning.



KEY PANELISTS  |  DR SIMONE LOVERA, Executive Director at Global Forest
 Coalition

★ Public support for agro-business, including incentives, 
blended finance and public-private partnerships are major 
obstacles to a Just Transition.

★ Threats and violence against environmental defenders 
and other rights holders make fair and equitable 
Multi-Stakeholder processes impossible.

How to engage smallholder farmers in the Just Transition and aspects of working with indigenous 
and forest communities. 



SOCIAL BUZZ



RECORDING

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tn69A-OVzKs&feature=youtu.be


@50by40
#JustLivestockTransition

ieva.galkyte@50by40.org
50by40 is setting up a Just Transition Task Force dedicated to making Just 
Transition within livestock production a key strategy in the global efforts to build 
resilient, equitable and sustainable food systems. Please reach out to us if you 
wish to learn more. 

GET IN TOUCH 

★ ‘Is Industrialised Livestock the New Coal?’ - EAT@Home panel discussion

★ A Just Transition within Livestock Production - Global FSD event

mailto:hello@50by40.org
https://50by40.org/is-industrialised-livestock-the-new-coal
https://50by40.org/a-just-transition-within-livestock-production


THANK YOU!


